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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is in response to the Applicant's amendment filed 10 May 
2004. Claims 1-7 have been canceled. Claim 26 is newly added. Claims 8-26 are 
pending in this case. 

Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in Germany on 16 August 2000. It is noted, however, that applicant has 
not filed a certified copy of the foreign application as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 10 may 2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues with respect to claim 8 that Carrier does not disclose 
sensors, field sensors or use of invention with end users. Attention is respectfully 
directed to page 3 lines 40-54. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 8-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (a) as being anticipated by Carrier 
Corporation (EP 0 883 048 A1). 

5. Regarding claims 8 and 26 - 
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Carrier Corp. discloses a method for providing and selling measured values for end 
customers, comprising the steps of recording a measured value for a process variable 
using a sensor S1, S2, S3; counting the number of transmission operations; and 
calculating the costs for the end customer on the basis of the number of the 
transmission operations (pg 3 In 40-54). 

6. Regarding claim 9 - 

Carrier discloses the method as defined in claim 8, wherein the data transmission 
between sensor S 1, S2, S3 and the process control system PLS takes place in line- 
conducted fashion, using, for example, a data bus system DBS pg 3 In 55 - pg 4 In 5). 

7. Regarding claim 10 - 

Carrier discloses the method as defined in claim 8, wherein the data transmission 
between sensors S1 , S2, S3 and the process control system PLS takes place by radio 
(pg4ln 12-19). 

8. Regarding claim 1 1 - 

Carrier discloses the method as defined in claim 8, wherein the number A is stored in 
the sensor S1 , S2, S3 (pg 4 In 27-31 ). 

9. Regarding claim 12 - 

Carrier discloses the method as defined in claim 9, wherein the number A is stored in 
the sensor S1 , S2, S3 (pg 4 In 27-31 ). 

10. Regarding claim 13 - 

Carrier discloses the method as defined in claim 10, wherein the number A is stored in 
the sensor S I, S2, S3 (pg 4 In 27-31). 
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1 1 . Regarding claim 14 - 

Carrier discloses the method as defined in claim 8, wherein the number A is stored in 
the process control system PLS (pg 4 In 22-26). 

12. Regarding claim 1 5 - 

Carrier discloses the method as defined in claim 9, wherein the number A is stored in 
the process control system PLS (pg 4 In 22-26). 

1 3. Regarding claim 1 6 - 

Carrier discloses the method as defined in claim 8, wherein the measured values are 
transmitted over the internet from the sensor S1 , S2, S3 to a database at the field 
transmitter manufacturer, to which data base the end customer likewise has access 
over the internet, and wherein the number of database access operations by the end 
customer to this database is counted (pg 10 In 28-51). 

14. Regarding claim 17 - 

Carrier discloses the method as defined in claim 9, wherein the measured values are 
transmitted over the internet from the sensor S 1 , S2, S3 to a database at the field 
transmitter manufacturer, to which database the end customer likewise has access over 
the internet, and wherein the number of database access operations by the end 
customer to this database is counted (pg 4 In 42-50). 

1 5. Regarding claim 18- 

Carrier discloses the method as defined in claim 10, wherein the measured values are 
transmitted over the internet from the sensor S1 , S2, S3 to a database at the field 
transmitter manufacturer, to which database the end customer likewise has access over 
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the internet, and wherein the number of database access operations by the end 
customer to this database is counted (pg 4 In 51-56). 

1 6. Regarding claim 1 9 - 

Carrier discloses the method as defined in claim 1 1 , wherein the measured values are 
transmitted over the internet from the sensor S1, S2, S3 to a database at the field 
transmitter manufacturer, to which database the end customer likewise has access over 
the internet, and wherein the number of database access operations by the end 
customer to this database is counted (pg 4 In 42-50). 

1 7. Regarding claim 20 - 

Carrier discloses the method as defined in claim 12, wherein the measured values are 
transmitted over the internet from the sensor S1 , S2, S3 to a database at the field 
transmitter manufacturer, to which database the end customer likewise has access over 
the internet, and wherein the number of database access operations by the end 
customer to this database is counted (pg 4 In 42-50). 

18. Regarding claim 21 - 

Carrier discloses the method as described in claim 8, wherein the measured values are 
transmitted by radio from the sensor S1 , S2, S3 to a database at the field transmitter 
manufacturer, to which database the end customer likewise has access over the 
internet, and wherein the number of database access operations by the end customer to 
this database is counted (pg 4 In 42-50). 

19. Regarding claim 22 - 
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Carrier discloses the method as defined in claim 9, wherein the measured values are 
transmitted by radio from the sensor S1 , S2, S3 to a database at the field transmitter 
manufacturer, to which database the end customer likewise has access over the 
internet, and wherein the number of database access operations by the end customer to 
this database is counted (pg 4 In 51-56). 

20. Regarding claim 23 - 

Carrier discloses the method as defined in claim 10, wherein the measured values are 
transmitted by radio from the sensor S1 , S2, S3 to a database at the field transmitter 
manufacturer, to which database the end customer likewise has access over the 
internet, and wherein the number of database access operations by the end customer to 
this database is counted (pg 4 In 51-56). 

21 . Regarding claim 24 - 

Carrier discloses the method as defined in claim 1 1 , wherein the measured values are 
transmitted by radio from the sensor S1 , S2, S3 to a database at the field transmitter 
manufacturer, to which database the end customer likewise has access over the 
internet, and wherein the number of database access operations by the end customer to 
this database is counted (pg 4 In 51-56). 

22. Regarding claim 25 - 

Carrier discloses the method as defined in claim 12, wherein the measured values are 
transmitted by radio from the sensor S1 , S2, S3 to a database at the field transmitter 
manufacturer, to which database the end customer likewise has access over the 



Application/Control Number: 09/862,502 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3621 

internet, and wherein the number of database access operations by the end customer to 
this database is counted (pg 4 In 51-56). 

23. Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references as applied to the claims above the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may be applied as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the examiner. 

Conclusion 

24. Prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

25. Tepcon Engineering (EP 0 808 206 B1) discloses a process and device for cost- 
oriented operation of a conditioning device, particularly a filter. 

26. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

27. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

28. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cristina O Sherr whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0625. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30 to 5:00. 

29. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 703-305-9768. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

30. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center ( 




